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“For many, our home isn’t just an important
part of our lives - it defines us.”
― mr clarke

difficult and there is uncertainty at every
point of the journey. Mr and Mrs Clarke are
here to listen, help and guide you with our
experience and expertise on the best way to
market your beautiful home, and find the
next step on your journey.
communities
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Within its frame we create stories and
manage our lives. We wake and set the
tone for our day, we nourish our family, we
entertain our friends and we protect our
family. Home is where we can be ourselves
and be happy. Finding a home can be

“no man is an island entire of itself; every man
is a piece of the continent, a part of the main.”
― john donne

In Volume Two of Home truths, we look at
the communities we live within and how they
shape our lives. I have lived in five places in
my life and the thing I remember most about
them is not the size of the rooms, the colour
of the walls or the flowers in the garden,
but the people who I spent time with. My
childhood home reminds me of growing
up with friends and being surrounded by
loving family. University digs were not the
most glamorous, but the place I made home
for a few years was filled with romance and

discovery. I moved to the capital and made
a home in a corner of North London and
spent ten years working, playing, falling in
love and becoming an adult. Moving to the
countryside in my thirties has been centred
around my children and laying down roots
with new friends and inviting old friends and
family into our home.
My home is happiest when it is buzzing
with people and stories are being told and
memories being made.
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there are so many beautiful places in the world and we have
all dreamed of where we would love to call home.

S

ometimes our
choice of where
to live is either
preordained or decided by
others. Many of us choose
to live close to family
because those connections
are strong. At times of
our lives the demands of
work will dictate where we
need to live and we need
to create new connections
within the community.

There are exciting periods
of life where we seek out a
new adventure and make
home in a place aligned with
our life - a city that values
innovation and exploration,
or a coastal village that
is suited to peace and
contemplation. Wherever we
choose to establish roots, the
experience is enhanced when
we engage in the life that is
all around us.
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Communities
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Home is not just the property we live within,
but the wider community; friends, family,
acquaintances, all form our sense of home.
When we belong to a community there is
a feeling of acceptance of who we are and
the choices we have made. When we talk to
neighbours, go to the local pub and take part
in community activities we build intimate
relationships with others and develop a
strong sense of worth.
I encourage viewers to go for a walk around
the local area of the home they are viewing,
talk to the neighbours and experience the
surroundings. When we take time to connect
with a place and the people within it, our
lives are richer.
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Home is not just
the property
we live within,
but the wider
community;
friends,
family and
acquaintances,
all form our
sense of home.
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hen i show
buyers a home
I love to leave
the front door open and
allow viewers to walk in
themselves. This creates an
openness and a welcoming
atmosphere. I love to ask
viewers to sit at the kitchen

table or have a drink with
me on a balcony and discuss
their needs and desires.
Community begins at home
and when we sit down
together and listen to each
other we are able to set aside
life’s many distractions and
focus on our priorities.

communities

When I show
buyers a home
I love to leave
the front door
open and allow
viewers to walk
in themselves.
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When we advertise a home we focus on an area and the
lifestyle that can be enjoyed, as well as the physical property.
We delve into the local community and talk to people who
live and work there to discover what they love about the
place, then we describe this to buyers. Knowing what the
local ale is in the pub, what the headmistress of the local
school is like, and where the secret footpaths are for a
weekend walk are of more value to a buyer than facts they
can find for themselves on the internet.

left . energy clothing, stamford, lincolnshire.

top left . deal pier kitchen, deal, kent.

right . haddie & trilby, royal leamington spa, warwickshire.

top right . the yard, stamford, lincolnshire.
bottom . cenu cacao, royal leamington spa, warwickshire.
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Less is more
Areas with populations
of under 11,000 saw the
biggest uplift in buyer
searches, as people look
to move to smaller places
in the countryside.
All of the places where searches have doubled are small towns,
villages and civil parishes, in contrast to searches
being up 53% on average across the ten biggest cities.
source: https://www.rightmove.co.uk/press-centre/
property-searches-surge-in-smaller-communities-as-country-escape-continues/
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more and more home buyers are looking for
a smaller community to relocate into.

A new sense
of community
i was offered an exciting job opportunity years ago,
which was too good to turn down.

T

he only risk was
that it was based in
Brighton - a place
I didn’t know and no one
knew me. My wife and I
had lived in London for ten
years, we were surrounded
by friends, family and
familiarity. We talked it
through and decided to head
into the adventure with a
positivity and a thirst for the
new. I spoke to a pal who
had been a teacher in Sussex
and he recommended that
we go for lunch at a pub
called The Bull in the village
of Ditchling.
We sat at the bar, dripping
wet from a mad dash from
the car park, waiting for
our drinks and within ten
minutes we knew this was
where we were going to live.
People were chatting and
laughing, the barmaid was
warm and friendly, a couple

had taken our dog to show
their children and we felt
at home.
Fast forward a couple of
weeks, we were unpacking
boxes in our new rented
house and a letter landed
on the door mat, “Newbies
Party. This Friday at 2000.
Village Hall” it read. Being
“newbies” and relishing
our new found sense of
adventure we attended the
event and it changed our
lives… The village Hall was
packed with local people
who wanted to meet and
greet the new people who
had moved into the village
over the last six months.
Wine was drunk, I joined
the Cricket Club and Apple
Picking Society and new
friendships were formed. We
felt part of the community
and part of something bigger
than us - we felt happy.
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an anecdote by mr clarke

Within a few months we
were sat in The Bull with
two new friends we had met
in the village discussing
estate agencies and planning
Mr and Mrs Clarke. Our
company was founded in
a pub, with new friends
and a passion for building

communities. The strong
sense of community, the
friendliness of the people
and our willingness to
embrace new surroundings
was the catalyst to starting
Mr and Mrs Clarke and
has changed our lives for
the better.

Happy outlook

Five of the top
20 happiest
places this year
are coastal
locations.
Furthermore, people living in rural and coastal areas were found to be happier
with where they live than respondents living in cities and urban areas, which
reflects a nationwide trend of people desiring better access to outdoor spaces.

016
source: https://www.rightmove.co.uk/news/articles/dream-properties/happy-at-home-index-st-ives-2020
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whether it be the fresh sea, slower pace of life or the local
community spirit, coastal living makes you happy.

Our 2020 study, with over 21,000 respondents, found that coastal areas
in general are where people feel happiest where they live.

mr and mrs clarke - home truths vol 2

communities

My top tips about deciding where to live:
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1

On the way to view a home,
look around and imagine
yourself living there.
Think about whether this
place would make you happy.
I love being able to walk to a pub, so I will always make sure
I can do this whenever we have bought a new home.
Being happy is more important than anything
in life so make sure your mental well being is at the
forefront of your mind when choosing a home.
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green & wild flowers, warwick, warwickshire.
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iris & violet, stamford, lincolnshire.
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Go for a walk.
After a viewing walk around
the area and take time
to see what is happening.
This will be where you live
and life goes on beyond the
front door of the house.
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3

Visit the area at different
times of the day and week.
It’s amazing what a place
feels like on a weekend or
during an evening.

deal pier kitchen, deal, kent.
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kafe on the square, stamford, lincolnshire.
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Pop into local businesses and
“try before you buy”.
A coffee at the local cafe,
a meal at the local restaurant
or look around the clothes
shop will allow you to pause
and watch the local
community go by.
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left page

right page

top left . hackney, london.

top . berwick, sussex.

top right . newport, monmouthshire.

bottom left . birmingham, west midlands.

bottom . deal, kent.

bottom right . marlborough road, cardiff.

028

We’re looking to broaden our community.
If you are interested in selling your home
anywhere in the UK we are able to help.

Volume Two

Home
truths.
honest conversations about marketing
and buying property from the uk’s
leading boutique estate agent.

To read more Home truths journals
visit www.mrandmrsclarke.com

